The CONFESSION of Eduard Fitz-Harys Eſquire; written with\his own 
Hand, and delivered to Dr. Hawkins Minifter of the Tower. the Firſt of 
: July, 168 1. being the dayjof his Execution. 1 ogether with his laſt Speech, 


Edward Fitz.harys, having be/n Indicted of High-Treaſon; for endeayouring to dethrone 
C peo. FW the King, was thereupon found Guilty, and Sentence:6f Dzath paſſed npon m2. I the 
Dreak aforeſaid Edward Fitz-harys'do voluntarily and freely, without any hopes to ſave tny Life, 
W but as a Dying man, and rp diſcharge my Conſcience towards God, and for the better ſa- 
ay1ng, tisfaCtion of che World, make tis Declaratioa fo!lowing, in the preſeuce of God, and unto. Do- 
good or Francis Hawkins, Chaplain/of the Tower of London.. | SO ECn yo 
" Ido profeſs and declare my Religion in the general ro be that which hath been truly and anci- 
nd hi ently delivered in the firſt Four General Councils ; and in particular, my Belief is that crue Faith 
of a Chriſtian briefly contained in thoſe three Creeds commoaly called The Apoſtles Creed, St. 
Athanaſinss, and The Nicer.e Creeds: And I diea Member, and in the Commanion of- Chriſt's 
Holy Catholick Church, hoping toc Mercy through the alone Merits.of the Paſſion of our Lord 
and Saviour Zeſus Chrift. | wo | 
I doalſo confeſs and declare; as to the Crimes which I die for, I was no further concerncd in 
the Libel, than as employed to give the King notice of what Libels or other Accuſations there 
were againſt him; and to tis Intent and no other 1 endeavoured to get this Libel, which at 
length 1 did from Mr. Everard, all written under his own Hand, and carried it ro Mrs. Wall, b 
whoſe means | conveyed all Matters of this or the like nature to the King. 1 told her I hada 
Buſineſs of great conſequence to acquaint the King with : but ſhe anſwered me, That my Loxd 
Snuderland being out, there would be no Money had for Secret Service, and adviſed me to go.” 
to the Lord Clarendon or Hyde : But before 1could do this, I was taken. As for that part of 
the Libel which 1 left with Everard, as a Pledge to aſſure him I would nor betray him, 1 receiv- 
ed it of the Lord Howard: And the Money I received from the King, was for bringing a Libel 
called The King Unvail'd, and the Lady Portſmonths Articles. I call God to Witneſs, I never 
__. hadaFarthing Charity from the King. Mos yes 
[ do further confeſs and declare, That the Lord Howard told me of a Deſign to ſeize vpon 
the King's Perſon, and to carry him into the City, aad tkere derain him till he had condeſcended. 
to their Deſires. Heyns and my felf were privy to this Deſign, and had feveral Meetings with 
the Lord Howard; ard as an Enconragenient, the Lord Howard aflurcd us of breaking the Set- 
tlement of Urelard, taking of the Additional Revenue of the Biſhops, Forty nine Men, and 
Grantees, whoſe Eſtates were to be ſhar'd amongſt the Party. £2 
I doconfeſs and declare, That while I was in Newgare, the Sheriffs Bethel and Corniſh, came 
to me, witha Token from the Lord Aoward, which i knew to be true, brought Heads with 
them from Everard, wherein he accuſed me of being a Court Emiſſary, WZork;/, put on by the 
King to put the Libel into Proteſtants Houſes, totrepan them. Bur | Etclare vpon rhy death 
I had no ſuch intent, nor dol know any ſuch thing : The Sheriff: likewiſe rold me | was to be 
tryed within three or four Days, that the P:ople would proſecute we, and the Parliament 
would Impeach me, and that aothning would ſave my life but diſcovering the Popiſh Plot; and 
then the Sheriffs aforeſaid gave me grear Encourag-ment from the Lord Howard , that if I 
would declare I believed ſo much of the Plot as amounted ro the introducing che R: C. or if1 
could find out any that cau:d Criminate the Qeen, R. H. or make fo much as a plauſible Story 
to confirm the Plot, that the Parliament wouid reſtore me to my Fathers Eſtace, with the Profits 
thereof ſince His Maj<ſties Reſtaurarion. I finding wy {elf in the condition 1 was, in Newgate, 
Fettered, Moneyleſs and Friendieſs, my Wife ready to Lye-in, without any ſubſiſtence, my 
Children in a miſerable condition, and muſt needs be in a worſe by my death, and I 
could ſee no other Refuge for lite bur complying with them, fo, not with ambitious intent, 
but to ſave my life, I did comply : The Sheriffs brought Inftruftions which they ſaid came 
from the Lords and Commons, . who met that day in4order to Addreſs to the King in m 
behalf, if I ſhould conficm the inſtraQtions; and they made uſe -of . the Lord Shaftsbury 
Name, and others, what Advantage | mighc have thereby. ' At the firſt I made a formal 
Story concerning the Plot, .. which .was not prejudicial to-any body, but moſt relating 
to general Heads known puBlickly ; upon. which Mr. Corniſh. told me, Theſe were things 
cried about the Streets two yeers ago: 4 replied, I-could ſay no more: Mr. Sheriff (aid, 
he was ſorry for me with all his heart, butthought 1 could ſay more if 1 would, and preſſed 
| me hatd to ſpeak to' ſeyetal Heads, unto which unleſs 1 ſpoke, he ſaid, there was no hopes of 
Life - {Us Heads I was to [peak to is what the Examination taken by Sir Robert Clayton and Sir 
| George Tyveby contains, and a gear deal more that 1 did not ſy then, relating to the Queen, R.H. 
| Earl of Danby, declaring Preach Penſtoners, Lords, Hallifax, Hyde, Clarendon, Feverſham, Seymer, 
and others; the burning the Fleet, Forts and Governments 1n Popith hands, Meal- Fub Plot, 
Prentices Plot, the Contrivance of the Libel on the Lady Porrſmonth, being a French Deſign to de- 
ſtroy Proteſtants. Theſe and many other Heads were brought me by the Sheritts. 
I do fartier confeſs and declare, That Sir Robert Clayton, and Sir George Treby coming to me 
to examine me, Sir Robert Clayton ask'd me what | could ſay concerning Godfrey's My rder ? I 
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what I ſaid concerning Father Parrich,, was forced out of te; and what 1 ſaid concerning high * 
is not true. Sir George Treby was with. me three hours, or flizreabouts, ard prefſ'd to ſay con. 
cerning Godfrey's Dcath: Ard ſaid, Unieis 1 could ſpeak Lo that Murder, I could lay nothing, 
Whereupon, | ſaid ſomething | had from-others. He askid nye if 1 couic ly romere? Ireplied, | 
Is not this enough to ſave my Life? Am1T0r Regue encugh? Tie Recorcer heteupon Iwore Geog | | 
wounds, W hat wcre you ever bur a Rogue? Then the Recorder entree vpon the Heads of the - 
Examination; wrich being done, He told me, All this would not fave my Life, unleſs | woulq 
ſpeak to the Libel, which was a Court-trick ; Ad it was ot for nothing that 1had been ſo of. 
ten ſeen at the Lady Portſmouth's. The Lord Shaft :bury (aid, You know mote of theſe matterg 
thao any man. Sir George would have me (peak to the Conſult ; that the Dake was at It, the Lords,  * 
Belaſis, Arundil and Powis wereat it; You have icen them go to it at St. James's z without doubr, | 
they were theie; Do you but ſay ir, we have thoſe that will ſwear it. | 

| do further declare and confeſs, That what 1 ſaid againſt the Queen and the Duke, I was put 
upon, in the matter of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey's Murder > And do turther declare, That what [ 
{wore againſt the Earl of Danby; thc threatning words that were uttered [did (to the beſt ofmy 
remembrance) hear, but whom they concern'd | could not well know, by what my Lord him. 
ſeiſ laid. And what de Pris toid me concernivy my Lord of Danby, I co believe was ſpoken out 
of ill will ; Ad what 1 ſaid agaialt him, was toflave off, my 1ryal tl! a Parliament ; and they 
were the iroredelirous to accule the Lord Danby of Gedfrey's Murder, becauſe the Crime of 
Murget is not ;nlerted in his Pardon. | am-lorry-tor Wiiat 1 laid 2gainſt the Queen, bis Royal 
Hip'inelſs, and the Earlof Danby ; Ideſiie God to forgive me the wrovg I did thew, and do 
!teartily beg their Pardon. T2 | | 

[ do furthsrd:clare and proteſt, That this Confeſſion 2nd D«claration of mine I own fincere- 
ly, as adyirg man, and not to ſave my Lif:; Ang. call Ged aid all bis Argelsto witnels the 
Truth of ir; And 1 renounce Mercy at the Har:ds of God Aimighty. if 0.15 be not trae. 

And | do furcher declare and proteſt, asa dying man, wita James W-lmefiy, Edward Pattd, ' 
and Mary Walmeſly, That 1 have made this Cort: ſlivp.and. Declazation vy:v Dodtour Fluwking, | 
freely, aud of my own voluntary accord, - without any manuer of promiſe. nave, or bop«s gi. 
ven me by vim from the King of ſaving my Life by this Conteſtion, i laviig given hira tc uader. 
ſtand beforchand they were matters of Con:equence, and:;uch as chictly concern'd the goud of 
the King and Kingdom. Kun: rt Leah a\ | 7 

[ give the DoCtor wy hearty Thanks for all his Pray ers, Counſel, ard Charitable Oftices he 
hath done me, and ) pray God to dlets hin) for ever ior it. 1 forgive oi ihe World, and defire 
all the World to forgive me z; And the Lotd have mercy oi my Soul. 

=_ ———_ EDWARD FITZHARYS 


This Prateſtation was one by Mr. Fitz-Harys; July 1. betw:ex-the bours of 7 and 8 inthe morning, in 
the preſence and hea of 115 whoſe Names are herennder-written. . | 
James Walmeſly. ' Edward 'Pattel. ' Mary Waimcſly. 


No hereby declare, That Mr. F;tz-Harys, before hz began to-write any part of this Narra- 

tive, was, more than once, aſlured by me, that. there was no. hope of his Life that 1 knew of, 
whatever he ſheuld ſay 3 nor ef his Salvation," if he ſhould tay avy thing that he knew to be 
falſe : of which he being throughly ſenſible, and perfe&tly convinced, proceeded to write the 
Narrative afoteſaid. And | continuing toadmoniſh him upon-every pour that was materlal, not 
to ſay any thing bir what was exaCly true , he took occaſion, at ſeveral periods of his Narra: 
tive, to kneel down, and ſolemnly to Proteſt the Truth of every word therein contained, And 
this I do again declare upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, aud the word of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

FX IT 5 if | ; Francts FH.kins. ' 
Mr. Fitz-Frv;'s Speech at his Execution at:Tyburn, Tuly ta. x681. _ .. 

ff NYOed People, This Iifamoisl: n4 of Death is much more irkſom to me, than Death it ſelf. Such s 
Tudament ai this my Sins a1ainſt,God may juiſty brilit ipan. fe,” aittl PA meſs Ignt:ly ſubmit wo 
It. But as t0 the Crimes which 1 8: for, 1 take God ro Witneſs, 1 was nw further concer ned 1n:the 
Libel, than fs diſcover to the King what Prattiſes of that kind were 4 ainſt him, being employed for that 
end, though thoſe that employed me refuſed to do mo Fuſtice at my TryAl. nd I call God roWunsſi, 4 
never had a Farthing of Money of the King in-my Life, but on the Account : f the like Service, | And 
as to the Witneſſes that have ſworn againſt me, 1 do here ſolemnly declare, now at my Death T hat 1 have | 
not ſeen the French Ambaſſador fince the beginning of the breaking out of the Plat, nexther have I had | } 
any Acquaintance with him. And as to hs Confeſſor, 1 never ſpoke with him in my life ;, neuther have || 
T had any dealing. either diretty or indirettly in my life with them, thouch Sir W tem Waltcy and the 4 
reſt ſmore moſt falfly to the contrary. And how like it is that the French Anbaſſ:dor w-1.:4 give Three 
thouſand Crowns for writing that Libel, I leave the World to judge. What I migit further dec/are, I 
have left with Dr. Hawkins. 1 forgive all the World, and do hope that Cad well forguue me. IJ beg lf 
the Prayers of all good People for a happy Paſſage tnto the other World. IÞ | 


| | 
Edw. Fitz-Harys. 
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